
FAIRE WOODS AND FRESH 

RIVERS*

Settling Cupids 1610-2010

* Henry Crout’s weather diary ‘Occurrents in Newfoundland’ for 
September 4, 1612 – “In the morning we proceeded Farther through 
verie faire woodes passing faire lakes and freshe rivers”



A symposium jointly sponsored by the Newfoundland 
Historical Society and Cupids Historical Society, with 
support from CUPIDS 400 and The Rooms Provincial 

Museum Division. 
24 June 2010 in St. John’s

25 June 2010 at Cupids



The opening took place at The Rooms in St. John’s.



An excellent location to open a much-anticipated symposium.



Inside the public was greeted by the NHS office manager Allison Mercer, 
who provided information and took memberships.



Larry Coady and Anne Chafe with part of the audience at the opening



Anne Chafe welcomed the public on behalf of The Rooms Provincial 
Museum Division .



Larry Coady, President of the NHS, introduces the evening’s speaker,  
Peter Pope of Memorial University’s department of archaeology



Peter spoke on The Consumer Revolution of the Late 16th Century and the 
Beginnings of European Colonization in North America.



The reception afterwards, hosted by the Rooms Provincial Museum Division,
was much enjoyed.





The next morning the Symposium moved to where English 
settlement in Canada began.



The venue in Cupids was the brand new Legacy Centre.



The giant Union Jack was limp on a grey and damp day, but spirits ran high.



What better opening to the proceedings in Cupids than a proclamation from 
none other than John Guy himself (alias Clarence Barnes).



The first item of business was the 
opening remarks from NHS 
President Larry Coady (above) and 
Harold Akerman (right) of the CHS.



Kathi Stacey, chair of the opening session, introducing the first two presentations



William Gilbert shared part of his vast knowledge of local archaeology with his talk “To 
dwell in this Country and Live here": Historical Archaeology in Cupids, Newfoundland



Next was a two-part presentation by Chesley Sanger (left) and Gordon Handcock (right) 
with the title John Guy of Bristol and Newfoundland . They discussed their work in 

finishing the manuscript of the late Alan Williams on John Guy; they hope to have the 
book ready in the near future. Chesley Sanger is seen presenting, while Gordon 

Handcock answers a question from the audience.



Then it was time for lunch, 
catered by Skipper Ben’s, in the 

community hall.



Outside, the rain had stopped and allowed a group photograph in front of 
the monument created for the 1910 tercentenary.







The monument also has 
this plaque from the city 
of Bristol and the Society 
of Merchant Venturers of 
Bristol. The shield on the 
upper left is that of the 
city of Bristol, and the one 
on the right is that of the 
Society of Merchant 
Venturers.



The letters A.M.D.G. at the top of the inscription aroused some curiosity. What do they mean?



Answer: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam (For the greater glory of God).
Motto of the Society of Jesus.



There was a surprise addition 
to the afternoon agenda. Ross 
Dawe (left), and Harold 
Akerman (right) of the Cupids 
Historical Society made a 
presentation to Ruth Baker.

Access to the property belonging to 
Ruth and the late Garland Baker was 
critical to the Cupids dig. The 
presentation was a small token of 
appreciation for their enthusiastic co-
operation in the excavations.



The mayor of Cupids, Ron Laracy, presented his greetings 
and best wishes to the symposium.



The afternoon began with a paper from Laurie McLean, Beothuk – European 
Interactions: Acknowledging the Good Within the Bad



This was followed by “Date 
of this Entry” – John Guy, 
George Dawe, Charles 
Garland and the Conception 
Bay Plantations Book of 
1806 by Robert Cuff. Robert 
is seen here receiving a 
token of appreciation from 
the session chair, Mekaela
Mahoney. 



Suzanne Brake, chair of the final session.



Philip Hiscock spoke on The Legend of Sheila Na Geira: 
The 20th Century Looking Back.



Hans Rollmann’s paper was A Tale of Two Cities: The 1910 John Guy 
Tercentenary at Cupids in the Crossfire of Harbour Grace and St. John’s



Banquet at the Legacy Centre, also catered by Skipper Ben’s







The evening’s Master of 
Ceremonies, Ross Dawe, first 
president of Cupids Historical 
Society and Deputy Mayor of 
Cupids



Joan Ritcey introduces the guest speaker.



Guest speaker Patrick O’Flaherty giving a presentation on 
Cupids Men at the National Convention

Note: The backdrop in this room is the original 1910 giant Union Jack once 
flown on the flagpole outside.



The following day, the 
weather had improved 
dramatically, and those 
who stayed over were 
able to tour the dig site 
in sunshine and with 
the benefit of Bill 
Gilbert’s explanations 
fresh in their minds.



This is a corner of the defensive wall from the earliest days of the settlement.



The site of a cemetery. A number of graves have been discovered, and one 
intact gravestone.



A later root cellar.



Thanks are due to all those who worked to make this symposium a reality: members of 
the Newfoundland Historical Society, the Cupids Historical Society, and of course our 

sponsors, Cupids 400 Inc. and The Rooms Provincial Museum Division.

Photos and presentation by Michael Wilkshire, September 2010

View from the observation deck of the Legacy Centre


