


8:00 pm - 8:30 pm	 Mike O’Brien. The Newfoundland Regiment, the British 		
			   Army and Preparations for Battle in 1914.

8:30 pm - 9:00 pm	 Edward Roberts.  The Blue Puttees, September 1914 to 		
			   August 1915:  Stories You May Have Never Heard.

9:00 pm - 10:00 pm	 Reception

Symposium Program

Thursday 2 October, 2014
Royal Canadian Legion, Pleasantville

Friday 3 October, 2014
The Rooms, 9 Bonaventure Avenue

Friday 3 October, 2014
Memorial University Newfoundland, Room SN4073

7:00 pm - 8:00 pm	 Fred Smith.  Introduction.					   
			   John Keiger.  Keynote Presentation: Understanding the 		
			   Causes of the First World War.

8:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 Reception

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm	 Bert Riggs, Joan Ritcey and Terry Bishop 			 
			   Stirling.  Workshop: Researching Newfoundland’s First 		
			   World War History at Memorial University.

The First World War has been described as a watershed in 
Newfoundland and Labrador’s history, and is still remembered with 
great reverence. It was the first time Newfoundland asserted itself 
on the international stage, contributing to the empire’s war effort 
as a colony with responsible government. The war began with great 
enthusiasm, and Newfoundlanders and Labradorians were eager to 
participate. But the financial and human costs were significant, and 
the battlefield experiences tragic. The war changed the colony forever 
and left a substantial lasting legacy. A century later, Newfoundlanders 
and Labradorians remain fascinated by the war and our country’s 
involvement in the international event. This symposium brings 
together local, national, and international experts to provide a 
snapshot of the start of the war, the British Empire and its allies in 
1914, and Newfoundland’s response and mobilization for war.



Saturday 4 October, 2014
Hampton Hall, Marine Institue, Ridge Road

Saturday 4 October, 2014
Parks Canada Signal Hill Interpretation Centre

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 Supper

			   Interpretation Centre at Signal Hill.

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm	 Glenn Keough, Manager, National Historic Sites and 		
			   Visitor Experience, Parks Canada.  Parks Canada WWI 	
			   Commemmorative Programs.

			   Readings from First World War Letters of 			 
			   the Era.  

			   Allan Byrne.  Musical Entertainment.

9:30 am - 9:45 am		 Fred Smith.  Introduction and opening remarks.  

9:45 am- 10:15 am	 Dean Oliver.  Canada’s Guns of August: A Centennial 		
			   Echo.

10:15 am - 10:45 am	 Shannon Lewis-Simpson.  Call Out Royal Naval Reserve.

10:45 am - 11:00 am	 Coffee Break

11:00 am - 11:30 am	 Sean Cadigan.  Sealers, War and Post-war Crisis in 		
			   Newfoundland, 1914-34.

11:30 am - 12:00 pm 	 Bert Riggs and David Mercer.  Lasting Remembrance: 		
			   Newfoundland, Labrador and War: A Digital Humanities 	
			   Project.

12:00 pm - 1:15 pm	 Lunch Break

1:15 pm - 1:45 pm	 Robin McGrath.  Frontiersmen to the Front.

1:45 pm - 2:15 pm	 Terry Bishop Stirling.  They also Serve who Knit and 		
			   Wait:  Mobilizing Newfoundland Women for Total War.

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm	 Coffee Break

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm	 Andrew Robertshaw.  The Easterns: 				 
			   Breaking  the Stalemate on the Western Front?
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